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Non-Final Rejection 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the mvention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordmary skill m the art to which the subject matter pertams. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the mamier in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Applicant admitted 
Prior Art (AAPA) in view of Furukawa et al (US 6,243,346) and Shinsaku et al (JP 1 1-03 1350A). 

AAPA shows a disk apparatus in Figs. 1 1 and 12 and [0004] including: 
an inherent stationary frame to be a stable portion, 

a floating unit 107 which is disposed in an inherent stationary fi^me through elastic component 
and which performs recording and/or reproducing on a disk-shaped recording medium, 

wherein the floating unit includes a clamping member including a clamper 105 which holds the 
disk-shaped recording medium, and a disk recording/reproducing-driving member 1 1 1 including a turn 
table 103, and 

AAPA does not show the floating unit is disposed in a stationary frame through elastic 
component, and a part of the clamper and a part of the turn table are fitted in each other, when the disk- 
shaped recording medium is held between the clamper and the turn table. 

Furukawa shows a floating unit is disposed in a stationary frame through elastic component 19 
(Fig. 2B; column 5, lines 47-49). And Shinsaku et al shows a clamping mechanism, wherein a part of the 
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clamper 35 and a part of the turn table 21 are fitted in each other, when the disk-shaped recording medium 
is held between the clamper and the turn table (Fig. 5). 

AAPA teaches that 107 is a floating unit but does not show how to float. Furukawa et al shows a 
floating unit, which is floating through an elastic component and it is also a notorious and old method 
used in the art. One of ordinary skill in the art would apply this mechanism into AAPA's device. AAPA 
shows a clamper but does not show the detailed structure. Shinsaku et al shows a clamper and teaches that 
it can be used for thinning the device (PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED section). One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to apply this structure for thinning the device. 

Claim 2, AAPA shows that the clamping member includes a clamper base (the leftmost portion of 
the clamper member in Fig. 11) which is rotatably combined to a chassis 107 in the floating unit; a 
clamper- holding part (the rightmost portion of the clamper member in Fig. 11) which is connected to or 
integrated into the clamper base through an elastic clamp arm 106; and a clamper 105 which is rotatably 
engaged with the clamper-holding part at and around the center of rotation of the disk-shaped recording 
medium. 

Claim 3, Shinsaku et al shows a claw 38c of a clamper-holding part 38 is engaged with a hook 33 
of the clamper inside the internal position of the center hole of the disk-shaped recording medium held 
between the clamper and the turn table, and wherein the clamper is fitted in a shaft portion of the turn 
table at its engaging position. 

Claim 4, Shinsaku et al shows that a hook portion 38c is formed at the center portion of the 
clamper, and wherein the hook portion includes a plurality of hooks (Figs. 3 and 5) formed at regular 
intervals on the same circumference, and a projection which is formed on the center axis of rotation of the 
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disk-shaped recording medium and which comes into contact with the clamper-holding part when the 
disk- shaped recording medium is held between the clamper and the turn table (Figs. 3-5). 

Claim 5, Shinsaku et al shows that the turn table has a shaft portion for positioning the disk- 
shaped recording medium; wherein the shaft portion has an annular groove formed therein at a position 
which corresponds to the engaging position of the claw of the clamper-holding part with the hook of the 
clamper (Figs. 4 and 5); and 

wherein a part of the clamper is fitted in the annular groove when the disk-shaped recording 
medium is held between the clamp and the turn table. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record inn PTO-892 form and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272-7570. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supei-visor, Hoa 
Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Elecfronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



